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Budget Tax Update Recordings – 12 March 2013
The recordings and presentation slides for the 
2013 first quarterly Tax Suite update is now 
available. The tax update covered tax proposals 
arising from the 2013/2014 Budget Speech.

Read more - https://www.taxsuite.co.za/resources/budget/Budget-Tax-Update-
Recordings

Court Cases
Gaertner, PLM and Two Others v Minister of 
Finance & CSARS: and 9 others
This High Court case dealt with the constitutionality 
of section 4(4) – (6) of the Customs & Excise 
Act, No. 91 of 1964 (‘the Customs Act’). The 
judgement effectively amends section 4(4) – (6), 
which the court found to be unconstitutional and 
therefore invalid. According to the judgement, the 
changes effected by the judgement will apply until 
the legislature has had an opportunity to amend 
the offending provisions so as to make them 
constitutionally valid.

Read more - https://www.taxsuite.co.za/resources/court-cases-and-
analysis/south-african-cases/Gaertner-PLM-and-Two-Others-v-Minister-of-Finance

General
news

Welcome to the May 2013 edition of the Tax Suite Newsletter, 
wherein we summarise the tax alerts that appeared on the Tax 
Suite website during April 2013.        

POWERED BY

Kirsten and Thomson CC t/a Nashua East 
London v CSARS
This case illustrates the importance for 
taxpayers to realise that payment by cheque 
is inherently risky. If a taxpayer pays SARS 
by cheque, and SARS loses the cheque (or 
someone at SARS steals the cheque), the 
taxpayer’s tax liability may very well not be 
discharged, despite the fact that the cheque 
is cloned and presented for payment at a 
bank by a fraudster. To recover any monies 
lost in respect of such fraud, it is essential to 
carefully analyse the facts and the law and 
institute a claim against the correct party and 
on the correct basis.

Read more - https://www.taxsuite.co.za/resources/court-cases-
and-analysis/south-african-cases/kirsten-and-thomson-cc-v-csars

IT Case No: 12524
This case is a sorry tale that started 
with advice that was probably wrongly 



 

implemented (or understood by the taxpayer) 
and then the taxpayers objecting to assessments 
issued by SARS and taking on appeal a case which 
they really had no chance of winning.

Read more - https://www.taxsuite.co.za/resources/court-cases-and-
analysis/tax-cases/IT-Case-No-12524

Guides
Notional Input VAT
This guide briefly summarises the concept of 
notional input VAT with respect to the acquisition of 
second-hand goods locally.

Read more - https://www.taxsuite.co.za/resources/vat/section-18b/guide-
notional-input-vat

 Input VAT Apportionment
This short guide provides a brief summary of 
the concept of apportionment for the purpose of 
claiming input VAT, in light of the recent SARS 
Binding General Ruling (VAT) No. 16, which sets 
out the standard apportionment formula for VAT 
purposes, effective 1 April 2013.

Read more - https://www.taxsuite.co.za/resources/vat/section-18b/guide-
input-vat-apportionment

Long Service Awards
The purpose of this guide is to clarify the income 
and employees’ tax consequences of long service 
awards granted by employers to their employees.

Read more - https://www.taxsuite.co.za/resources/allowances/guides-and-
definitions/Guide-Long-Service-Awards

Some changes in legislation, effective 1 April 2013
This guide provides a brief summary of certain 
changes in legislation which were effective from 
1 April 2013. The changes are as a result of the 

Taxation Laws Amendment Bill, 2012 as well 
as the 2013/2014 budget tax proposals.

Read more - https://www.taxsuite.co.za/resources/tax-
administration/guides-and-definitions/Some-changes-in-legislation-
effective-1-April-2013

New Benefits For Subscribers
Based on feedback from subscribers, we are 
introducing a number of enhancements to the 
Tax Suite value proposition which will apply 
during the course of this year. This includes 
the following offerings exclusive to Tax Suite 
subscribers, as part of the annual subscription 
fee:
•	 	Quarterly tax updates providing two hours 

of CPD for each update, replacing the 
annual seminar:

o  The first tax update that took place 
on 12 March 2013, in Johannesburg, 
covered changes in tax legislation 
arising from the 2013 / 2014 budget tax 
proposals. We will be hosting a tax  
update session in Bloemfontein on 8 
April and have planned sessions for 
Cape Town and Durban in the next few 
months

o  These update sessions are free and 
exclusively available to Tax Suite 
subscribers

o  All sessions will be recorded and will be 
made available to Tax Suite subscribers 
at no additional cost, via the Tax Suite 
website

•	 	Tax	specific	guidance	system	available	on	
the Tax Suite website – to be launched 
soon.  In addition to being able to submit 
a tax query for guidance, subscribers 
will also be able to view tax-related Q&A 



 

submitted by fellow subscribers. 
•	  CPD points for articles, guides and recordings 

made available on Tax Suite. Given the new tax 
practitioner legislation which will become effective 
on 1 July 2013, a Tax Suite subscription will 
ensure that tax practitioners will be kept updated 
on the latest developments and will easily comply 
with the new tax-specific CPD requirements.  This 
was launched during March 2013.

•	 	New	look	website	–	we	plan	on	making	changes	
to the website based on feedback from our 
subscriber survey.  Look out for the exciting 
changes coming soon.

Article Contributions
For the 2013 Tax Suite Journals we are inviting 
subscribers to contribute articles to the Journal. The 
writer of the article as well as the firm he/she works 
for is acknowledged at the end of the article.
This is a great way to get yourself noticed in the Tax 
environment and to market your company. For further 

details please email info@taxsuite.co.za with 
‘Article Contributions’ in the Subject line.

Food for thought
“The bottom line is that if you become a master 
at handling problems and overcoming obstacles, 
what can stop you from success? The answer is 
nothing! And if nothing can stop you, you become 
unstoppable!” 
 
– T Harv Eker, Canadian motivational speaker, 
businessman and author 

Comments corner
As a result of requests from our subscribers, 
we invite you to provide comments on the 
various tax alerts and case analyses on the 
Tax Suite website.  We will review your 
comments with a view to publishing these in 
the Tax Suite monthly newsletter or quarterly 
journal. 

Closing remarks 
It is the aim of Tax Suite to keep subscribers informed of what is happening in the tax space in South Africa.  
When we post a tax alert or breaking news on our website, we will inform subscribers through the social 
media.  Subscribers who do not make use of the social media can use the RSS feeds (https://www.
taxsuite.co.za/rss/resourceSection/whats-new) feeds to receive notification when something new is 
added to the website.  The newsletter serves the purpose of making subscribers aware of the alerts and 
breaking news items issued during a month to ensure that they have not missed any of these.

Please note that the actual tax alerts on the website have been moved to the archives section under 
Newsletter and Tax Archives.  

The Tax Suite would like to thank you for taking your time to follow our news alerts. We hope you find this 
resource helpful. In order to make this offering the best in the industry, should you have any suggestions, 
please feel free to contact us info@taxsuite.co.za.


