
 

 

 

 

 

THE OPEN BOOK POLICY 

as set out in 

REGULATION 4 

of the 

QUALIFYING EXAMINATION REGULATIONS (2012) 

4.1 Candidates shall be allowed to bring only the following texts into the examination 

venue: 

4.1.1 The three volumes on International Financial Reporting Standards that form 

part of the SAICA handbooks. (The volumes relevant to the 2012/2013 QEs 

are called ‘A Guide through IFRS’.) 

 Part A 
 Part B1 
 Part B2  
 Any supplements published from time to time 

4.1.2 The two volumes of the SAICA Handbook 

 Volume 2 
 Volume 3 

4.1.3 The three volumes of the SAICA Legislation Handbook 

 Volume 1  
 Volume 2 
 Volume 3 

4.2 Only ONE version of each of the above books may be brought into the examination 

venue, although it may be either a version published in the year the Qualifying 

Exam is written or a version published in one of the previous years. 

4.3 Any additional references (updates) which the Initial Professional Development 

Committee deems appropriate shall be supplied to the candidates on the day of the 

examination.  

4.4  Candidates are only allowed to highlight, underline, sideline and flag in the 

permitted texts. Writing on flags is permitted for reference and cross-referencing 



purposes only, that is, writing may only refer to the name or number of the relevant 

discipline standard, statement or section in the legislation. 

4.5  Candidates may not have in their possession any loose papers whether affixed to 

the permitted texts or not.  

4.6  Only properly bound standard publishers’ editions are permissible. Photocopies, 

printed copies of electronic versions, loose sections or isolated pages of texts are 

prohibited.  

4.7 Any contravention of regulation 4 is considered to be misconduct and shall be dealt 

with in terms of regulation 11 (which sets out the rules applying to misconduct).  

 

The open-book policy is interpreted as follows by SAICA:  
 Candidates are NOT allowed to write in their text books. 
 Candidates may NOT write formulas, definitions or anything except the 

references or cross-references on flags. 
 Candidates are allowed to use the older editions of the prescribed texts.  

Candidates must however realise that additional information provided in 
the examination will only cover additions between the latest edition of the 
SAICA Legislation Handbooks and SAICA Handbooks and the respective 
cut-off dates for Financial Accounting, Auditing and Tax.  

 One set of volumes means that candidates may not bring in a set for 
2009, another for 2010, etc. 

 Candidates are not allowed to share books with another candidate. 

 
 


