
 

 

CALCULATOR POLICY 

as set out in  

REGULATION 10 

of the  

QUALIFYING EXAMINATION REGULATIONS (2012) 

10.1 Candidates shall only use silent, electronic, battery-driven pocket calculators 

subject to the following conditions:  

10.1.1 Calculators shall be cordless and may not have print-out facilities; and 

10.1.2 Calculators that have a full set of alpha characters/keys are prohibited (i.e. 

NO programmable calculators are allowed). 

10.2 Any financial calculator, subject to the conditions set in 10.1.1 and 10.1.2, shall be 

allowed as the following tables will not be provided in any of the SAICA QEs:  

10.2.1 Tables of present value factors for various discount rates for varying 

periods; and 

10.2.2 Tables of future value factors for various interest rates for varying periods. 

10.3 The calculator function on mobile telephones or any other electronic device, 

including but not limited to, laptops, blackberrys and ipads, may not be used; and 

10.4 Candidates may not share a calculator with another candidate in the examination 

room.  

 
SAICA may set questions that require the calculation of internal or implicit rates 
of return as well as time value of money calculations. Therefore, the use of 
financial calculators is recommended. 
 
Present value tables will NOT be provided, which means that you need a 
calculator capable of calculating these values.  
  
 Ensure that your calculator complies with the Qualifying Examination 



Regulations as set out above. Please adhere to these requirements – the 
last thing you need before writing the examination is a dispute about 
whether your particular calculator is acceptable! 

 The responsibility for ensuring that batteries are in a sound condition rests 
entirely on you. Replacements will not be available in the examination 
room, and you will not be allowed to leave the room to attend to your 
calculator. However, you will be allowed to replace failed batteries with 
your own spares and will be allowed to take such spares into the 
examination room.  

 Facilities will not be available at halls before, during or after an 
examination for you to charge your calculator's batteries.  

 In any question where a calculator is used, all ancillary workings and 
interim calculations must be shown as part of the answer. If workings are 
shown, the examiner is able to identify whether a mistake is the result of 
an arithmetical error or an error of principle and, in the case of the former, 
can give credit for the candidate's knowledge of the principles.  

 It is emphasised that candidates must show the steps they have followed 
to arrive at a conclusion.  

 
 

 


